COCKROACHES
WORLD PREMIERE
By Emma Schillage Directed by Emerson Collins
April 23-May 3, 2026

| am INCREDIBLY excited to bring this brilliant, and funny, and dark Southern gothic
play into the world for the first time with Revolution Stage Company. Emma Schillage
won the Del Shores Foundation Writers Festival Best Play Award and has created
something beautiful for us to all make together. Emma will be joining us later in the
rehearsal process as welll This is going to be a fun adventure to figure out the unique
journey of this piece, and we’re looking for open, creative actors to bring it to life!

Emerson Collins, Director

AUDITION NOTES

Please memorize the auditions scenes. If that is not possible, be as familiar as you can
with them. | may only see one scene in the initial audition. The callback scenes for each
character are also attached so you can be familiar with it if | need to see more from you.

**Because it is not published, we are not posting the entire script, but if you
would like to read it, email me and | will send it to you.
emersoncollins@hotmail.com

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN
JENNIFER “JENNY” - 18; the eldest child; the caretaker; she is responsible and
intelligent, but she isn’t sure what her purpose is outside of taking care of her family.

CHARLOTTE “CHARLIE” - 15; sturdy, the middle child, the pot-stirrer, she is intuitive,
yet deeply insecure; her love and intensity can quickly turn into violence (it's a defense
mechanism.)

SAVINA “SISSY” - 12; small, thin, the youngest; the crybaby/peace-keeper; she is
sensitive and joyful but somewhat disturbed; she feels everything with heightened
intensity.

MR. SAM (M) — 35-48; the next-door neighbor

MOMMA (F) - 40; the human parts of her are fading

NOTE ON CASTING
-Charlie and Sissy are under the age of 18, but will be played by actors who are 18+.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

Six days a week, tentative schedule below. **If all actors are available during some day
time, we will consider some daytime rehearsals.™*

WEEK ONE:




3/24-27 - Tuesday-Friday 5-10pm

3/28-29 - Sat-Sun 10-3 or 11-4 daytime only
WEEK TWO:

3/31-4/3 - Tues-Friday 5-10pm

Sat 4/4 - 10-3 or 11-4 daytime only

Sun 4/5 - EASTER OFF PROBABLY

WEEK THREE:

4/7-4/10 - Tues-Friday 5-10pm

4/11-12 - Sat/Sun - 10-3 or 11-4 (leavening evenings for other shows/events)
WEEK FOUR:

4/14-4/17 - Tuesday-Friday 5-10pm

WEEK FIVE:

SATURDAY 4/18 — DAYTIME TECH 8-5
SUNDAY 4/19 — TECH ALL DAY, TECH RUN
MONDAY 4/20 — OFF

TUESDAY 4/21 — DRESS RUN
WEDNESDAY 4/22 — FINAL INVITED DRESS
THURSDAY 4/23 — PREVIEW

FRIDAY 4/24 — OPENING

SATURDAY 4/25 — EVENING SHOW
SUNDAY4/26 — MATINEE

WEEK SIX:

THURSDAY 4/30 — Performance

Friday 5/1 — Performance

Saturday 5/2 — Performance

Sunday 5/3 - CLOSING



SAM e .

CHARLIE =
Your place every night?

MR. SAM

CHARLIE
It isn’t your fault. At some po1 ings got so messy, she didn’t want you over here

anymore.

MR. SAM
Oh. She never mentioned it.

CHARLIE
You must be a good cook.
M ﬂ
MR. SAM *
f (—A Z,_ My mother was a great cook. The best. I have all of her recipes.

( ’ CHARLIE *
[s this her recipe? *
Me-Samnodsfar-away: *
MR. SAM *
She died when I was about your age. She was very good to me. *
CHARLIE *
Oh. *
MR. SAM *
Yeah. *

CHARLIE
Well, Momma tells us she’s a great cook, but I don’t think cooks can be great if they *

never cook anything except for butter rice. I'm sick of butter rice.

MR. SAM
We need to keep working on you.

CHARLIE
How...?
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MR. SAM
I am going to cook for you. Not just adult mac and cheese, but adult meals. The whole
shebang with the perfect wine pairings and everything. Don’t let anyone ever tell you that
cating good food is a luxury. It isn’t. [t’s a necessity, you hear me? Especially at your age.
And you realize you live in a city that is known for it’s cuisine, don’t you? Best food in
the country, hands down.

CHARLIE
I’ll get so fat.

Mr. Sam steps between Charlie’s legs .

MR. SAM
You listen to me, okay? You stop calling yourself that. You stop. Food is not for you to
have when you are starving. You don’t have to be and you shouldn’t be starving to enjoy
it. You don’t have to earn it. I will cook for you. And you will eat it and you will not feel
guilty, you hear me?

Charhenods:
CHARLIE
Do you think my curves are luscious?
CHARLIE
Nevermind.
MR. SAM

No, no, no. Hey. I didn’t-you just took me off guard, is all. You...

CHARLIE
What?

MR. SAM
Don’t make me say it.

CHARLIE

You said I was beautiful. T assume you meant more than just my insides.

MR. SAM
Of course I did.
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CHARLIE
So tell me. No one tells me. How am I supposed to know if no one tells me? I’'m not
smart like Jenny. I’m not sweet like Sissy. [’'m not pretty like Momma.

MR. SAM
Who tells you that?

CHARLIE

MR. SAM
You know your mother is jealous of YOU, right? Not Jennifer and not Savina. You. You
have this passion and energy and understanding of the world that no one can learn. It’s
just inherently in you. Your mother is intimidated by you, so she uses the only thing
against you she can think of. And you are very smart. Listen to yourself.

CHARLIE
I like reading. I read a lot. To escape.

MR. SAM
That’s good. That’s-you’re smart and...

CHARLIE
My weight.

MR. SAM
Your curves.

CHARLIE
Luscious curves.

MR. SAM
...yes.

CHARLIE
I wish you’d say it.

MR. SAM
Come on.

CHARLIE
What?
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MR. SAM
Not like this.

CHARLIE
Then like what?

MR. SAM

CHARLIE
When will it be ready?

MR. SAM
Twenty minutes.

CHARLIE

[ want you to touch me. You know that, don’t you.

Heion? on

MR. SAM
Yes.

CHARLIE
Hold me.

MR. SAM
I-

CHARLIE
You think I’'m disgusting.

MR. SAM
What? No! No. Of course not.

MR. SAM

Your pace. It has to be at your pace, okay?
Charlie grabs Mr. Sam’s hand.

CHARLIE
Here. Hold me here.

He holds-herthere-
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CHARLIE
[ want you to teach me more than just food. Or wine. Or how to make mac and cheese.
want you to teach me what it means to be an adult. I’'m grown, aren’t I? You think so.

MR. SAM
Of course you are! I'm not-! I wouldn’t-

CHARLIE
So show me.

He touches her. Shereleases-a-breathr-surprised:

MR. SAM
I’m- [ mean-, I-

CHARLIE
No. It’s uhm, it’s okay.

MR. SAM

You act so hard, but like this-You are the gentlest creature. Wouldn’t hurt a fly.

He pushes her hair back.
"CHARLIE
I thought you loved my fierceness.
MR. SAM
You are a contradiction, Charlotte.
CHARLIE
Don’t do that!
MR. SAM
Do what?!
He-baekseoft
CHARLIE

Don’t make me like my own name.

Mr. Samteughs—He leans his head on her

shoulder. She holds his neck against her.
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SAM
[ want to take care of you. All of this? I want to care for you. Your world. The world you
come from. It can be violent, okay? My world was the same. I know. I know, okay? I
remember what it was like. I remember how hard it can be. But you deserve so much
more and [ want to be the one that gives that to you.

Charlie kisses him. He holds on to her gently,
almost cradling her. Seared-ef-herandhimself

ane-what-they-are-dethgand-yet-

SAM
Open your legs.

hathiehesi .

CHARLIE
What are you going to do?

SAM
Open your legs, Charlotte. M
=,
cnmei®

— Charlie opens her legs.

SCENE Transition: “And it was like a confirmation of their new dreams and excellent
ntions that at the end of their journey, the girl sprang to her feet and stretched her
young

As the lights fade on Charlie and Mr. Sam,
lights go up in an unexplored space. Sissy lies
with the beast. It’s skin is hard, oily. It flutters
like the wings of a cockroach. It’s eyes are
sunken. It is half human, half beast. Dirty and

S

Momma?

The monster tries to speak. Sh

SISSY
Why do you have to scare me?
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p— CHARLIE
What is he doing here? ' /
MR. SAM
Charlie. Your sister invited me over. We were just talking about your mother.
JENNY
No, Charlie. Go outside, okay?
CHARLIE

No. I want to stay. You’re talking about me. I should be present for it.

JENNY
Please. Please just listen to me. Just this once.

CHARLIE
What is he doing here?

JENNY
What did you hear?

CHARLIE
Does it matter? Answer the question.

JENNY

[ wanted to talk to him. I wanted to tell him to stay away from you. I am trying to protect
you. [ don’t want you to get hurt.

CHARLIE
(to Mr. Sam)
Is that true?

MR. SAM
Charlie, come on, I mean-I don’t understand why your sister would be under the
impression that I would hurt you-

CHARLIE
She told me you were together. Is that true?

MR. SAM
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CALLback®) SAM/MM_ME/:%W
While you were with Momma? AR J"/ lf

MR. SAM
It’s far more complicated than that.

CHARLIE
And Momma knew.

MR. SAM
No. No.

CHARLIE

Momma is smart. Just because I was too stupid to see it doesn’t mean that Momma was.
Why didn’t Momma want you here? Why, all of a sudden, did you show up, huh?

MR. SAM
Charlie, I'm sorry. I have always been protective of you girls. It’s beyond what you can
understand.

CHARLIE
Momma loved you. She wanted to marry you. But you wanted Jenny. You always wanted
her, right?

MR. SAM
Nothing is that simple, Charlotte.

CHARLIE

Please. Don’t let me stand in the way. You two can have each other.

JENNY
WHAT? NO! That isn’t what this 1s at all. You think I still-?

CHARLIE
Come on! Everyone is a liar. A stupid liar. Goddammit.

JENNY
Charlie, I know you don’t believe me, but I don’t want him for myself. I want him out of
our lives, all of our lives.

CHARLIE
No! Because you’ve always played games with me. Always wanted me to know that you
were capable of more than me. You complain, but you love being the golden child, Jenny.
You love that you get to be our savior.
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And you’ll make sure we’re all indebted to you by the end of it. And you just fucking left 3
me here! With Momma. When you know how horrible she is, when you knew I would’ve
done anything to come with you. 9

Mr. Sam takes a step towards Charlie.

CHARLIE
And YOU! You never cared either! You never found me beautiful or smart or interesting
and I don’t even know why I thought you would.

JENNY
Oh Charlie.

MR. SAM
I’m not a liar. Your sister and I have a complicated past, yes. But I am not some fake
person. I am real and I see myself in you. That’s what brought me here. You aren’t some
conquest. Sincerely, [ have no intentions other than to offer help.

JENNY
STOP IT! I’m sick and tired of you manipulating everyone and everything. You don’t get
to talk.

CHARLIE
Oh, save it, Jenny.

JENNY

EVERYONE SHUT UP!

Jenny leeks-atMe—Samup-and-down; herown
. o fosinahardtine—Si

stares forward, at the sweatstains underneath
Mr. Sam’s armpits.

JENNY
You’re really ugly. I don’t think you were ever good looking. And it has nothing to do
with your personality. You are just physically repulsive. In every way. I don’t know why I
ever let you do that to me.

MR. SAM
You always knew how to be mean, Jennifer. You’ve always known how to tear a person
down.
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CALLLACK # | SAM/CRARLIE) Senn,

JENNY
You did. You raped me. I was a child. While I wore braces. In my school uniform. You’re
the most disgusting creature alive and I hope you know. I hope you know that every
breath you take is a breath wasted!

Mr. Sam slaps Jenny in the face.

MR. SAM
Liar!

CHARLIE
Jenny!

MR. SAM

Charlie, I'm so-I didn’t mean-I don’t know what-

CHARLIE
No. No no no no no. Get away from her! Get away from the both of us!

MR. SAM
Shh. Shh. Hey, hey, hey. It’s okay. Alright? We’re all okay.
‘M

Sissy appears in the doorway.

SISSY
What’s going on?
CHARLIE
om him, Sissy!
SISSY

What’s wrong? What’s wr

. SAM

It’s okay. Hey. Everything is okay. We’re d¥ust worked up over your mother.

CHARLIE
Don’t listen to him, Sissy.

JENNY
Sissy. He is the monster. Not Momma. It’s him.



